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[ On Federation Front \

Our members would be happy to note that atleast after a lapse of over 5 years, the
case filed by our seven senior citizen members from Delhi, with the support of Federation
had come up for hearing on 26* April 2007. The Delhi High Court, however, wanted all
the parties to the dispute to file synopsis of their affidavit, counter-affidavit etc., to the
Court supported by certain papers. As no party has filed synopsis, the case is adjourned
for 26t July 2007 and will be heard continuously.

\ - Secretary )
4 )

A meeting of “Exit-option” retirees of our Bank was convened by Shri. Sunil C. Mone, C.A.
(son of Late Shri.C.D.Mone, pensioner of the Bank), on 11" May 2007 at Bharat Sadan Trust,
Dadar (E), Mumbai which was attended by about 225 retirees. The meeting was addressed by

Attention “Exit-option” Retirees

Shri.Sunil Mone, Chartered Accountant, who has dealt the matter successfully in getting
exemption under Section 10 (10)(C) of Income Tax Act to the R.B.I. retirees under its
“O.E.R.Scheme”. Shri.Mone streesed the need to come together by retirees of SBI under “Exit-
option” scheme under the banner “S.B.I.Exit Optees’ Association ( All categories)” and seek the
exemption under the section 10(10)(C) of Income-Tax Act from the Mumbai High Court directly
and not through Income Tax Department. For this, the convener of the above meeting has
requested all those retirees under Bank’s ‘Exit-option’ scheme, who want to join the group to
fight the legal battle under the guidance of Shri.Mone, CA, who will plead the case in Mumbai
High court. A Joining fee of Rs.1,000/- plus Rs.250/- as petition charges will have to be contributed
initially by the retiree. Our ‘Exit-optee’ members, who are desirous to join the above group,
may personally contact Shri.Mone directly on his following address for further details
and the course of action to be initiated by him in the matter, well before 30""June 2007. The
above meeting was specially attended by S/Shri.B.G.Dandekar and S.B.Gokhale of the
Federation.

Address : Shri.Sunil C. Mone, 205, Shanti Kunj, Dawood Baug Road, Andheri (W), Mumbai-
400058. (Phone Nos. (020)26777196 / 26777314).

\ - Secretary )
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State Bank of India Pensioners’ Association (Mumbai Circle), Pune
Panaji (Goa) Sub-Centre
Proceedings of the 9th Annual General Meeting held at Panaji on 25th March 2007

The 9" Annual General Meeting of Panaiji Zonal
Sub-Centre covering Goa, Sindhudurg & Ratnagiri
Districts, was held at Staff Learning Centre, Panaji
(Goa) on 25" March 2007 at 9.30 a.m. Around
160 members including Associate members and
Family Pensioners/special invitees attended the
meeting.

The dignitaries who were present for the
meeting include Shri.Anil L.Shevade, AGM,
SLC,Panaji; Zonal Sub-Centre office bearers - S/
Shri.V.D.Kulkarni, Vice-President, |.H.Dias,
Secretary, K.V.Gopinathan, Treasurer, Circle
representatives S/Shri.R.N.Lalingkar, Secretary &
L.G.Gandhi, Treasurer; M.D.Palkar from Pune and
B.A.Daini from Kolhapur and Dr.A.B.Bandodkar,
Bank’s Sr.Medical Officer, Panaji Module,

Shri.A.L.Shevade, AGM, SLC(Panaiji),
extended a warm welcome to the dignitaries,
special invitees and all the members present for
the AGM.

Smt.Vijayalaxmi Menon, Dy.General
Manager, Panaji Module inaugurated the meeting
by lighting the traditional lamp.

One minute silence was observed to condole
the death of the following members who passed
away and whose names were reported to the Sub-
Centre during the last year.

1) Smt.Shama V.Prabhu 12.12.2006

2) Shri.P.P.Mulgaonkar  02.01.2007

3) Smt.Alva R.Costa 22.01.2007

4) Shri.Jose S.G.Pimenta 10.11.2006

5) Shri.L.A.D.Fernandes 07-01-2007

(former Regional Manager of Goa
branches)

Shri.V.D.Kulkarni, Vice-President,
welcomed the Chief Guest, special invitees and
all the members/family pensioners and tabled the
Annual Report of the Panaiji Zonal Sub-Centre for
2006-2007 before the house and highlighted the
following points:-

a) Eversince the Panaji Zonal Sub-Centre
was started on 28" March 1999, the growth of

membership is continued and the total
membership as on 25-03-2007 is 558 including
Associate members & Family Pensioners, which
has been appreciated by all the Circle Managing
Committee of the Association in its meetings.

b) The Sub-Centre is organising regular
monthly meetings of the local members in different
areas such as - premises of branches at Panaji,
ADB,Mapuca and Margao on 12th, 23rd and 10th
of every month at fixed timings i.e. at 3.30 p.m.,
4.30 p.m. and 10.30 a.m. respectively. The
attendance at these meetings was encouraging.
During these meetings the members were
apprised of the latest developments regarding our
demands of revision in pension/family pension etc.

b) The members who retired as ‘I.B.I.
pensioners were helped in getting the amount of
Rs.5000/- each, as per Bank’s Circular issued in
July 2006 for disposal of the amounts lying in
E.P.F.Forfeiture Account. Some of them gave
donations to the Association. So far, the Sub-
Centre has received donations worth Rs.14,138/-
during the last year.

¢) The medical facilities to the pensioners of
the Bank are being rendered satisfactorily by the
Senior Medical Officer. Both the dispensaries, i.e.
at Panaji and Margao, are also working to the
satisfaction of the members.

d) Shri.V.D.Kulkarni is regularly delivering
lectures on the subject -‘Activities after retirement’
and conducting ‘Yoga Sessions’ during the special
programme “Planning for Retirement” conducted
at SLC, Panaji.

e) Our members are helping the local Branch
Managers in recovering ‘NPAs’ who are being
reimbursed the out of pocket expenses for the
services rendered by the members.

Shri.V.D.Kulkarni also told the members that
the office-bearers of the Zonal Sub-Centre are
planning to visit Kudal, Ratnagiri and Chiplun
shortly to meet the local members and apprise of
the latest developments taking place on
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Federation frontand also to enroll new members.
Thereafter, Shri.V.D.Kulkarni requested
Shri.Hipolito Cabral to compere the meeting as
per the Agenda.

Our senior member Shri.Joseph Luis
Fernandes was felicitated on his attaining 75
years of age at the hands of Chief Guest by offering
him a bouquet & a shawl. On this occasion
Shri.Fernandes thanked the Association for the
felicitation. He also told that he learned three
important things whilst in service i.e. Honesty,
Discipline and adherence to the Book of
Instructions of the Bank.

The Zonal Sub-Centre felicitated
Shri.P.G.Kakodkar, former Chairman of the Bank
and former President of Panaji Zonal Sub-Centre,
on his receiving the prestigious “C.D.Deshmukh”
Award last year. As atoken of love, a brass lamp
was presented to him at the hands of
Smt.Vijayalaxmi Menon, DGM, who was the Chief
Guest of the function. In reply to the felicitation
Shri.Kakodkar thanked the Association members
for the love expressed by them and also
expressed concerns regarding unduly long
pending pension related issues.

Dr. A.B.Bandodkar, Bank’s Sr. Medical
Officer, gave a very informative and useful talk on
“How to avoid Heart Attack” with the help of power-
point presentation. This was appreciated by all.

Shri.R.N.Lalingkar, Secretary of the Circle
Association, informed the members about our
Association’s web-site
“‘www.sbipensionerspune.org” which contents
useful information including latest news about our
Federation’s efforts to resolve pension related
issues as also latest issues of “SAMVAD” which
are made available on web-site by 25th of each
month. He requested the members to make use
of this facility. He also requested for contributions
by way of articles etc. for publication in ‘SAMVAD’.
He also suggested to all the members to keep
with them the xerox copies of their pension
sanction letters along with calculation sheets for
future references. This will be useful when the
revision of pension will take place in near future. It

will enable them to furnish the necessary salary
particulars required to be filled in the proposal for
sanction by the Bank.

Smt.Vijayalaxmi Menon, DGM and Chief
Guest, conveyed great satisfaction that this AGM,
as in the past witnessed by her, was packed to
capacity in the Hall. She appreciated the good
work being done by the Association in helping the
Bank for NPA recoveries etc. through its members.
She said that there is lot of scope for the retired
Bank’s employees in areas like setting up of NGOs
for economic activities, to give Bank their
expertise on credit opinions etc. She further told
that she has made efforts to extend further medical
facilities such as tie-up with Manipal Hospital,
which is already approved for reimbursement of
medical bills. Arrangements for such tie-ups are
under negotiation with Victor Hospital also. She
requested the pensioners to come forth with more
suggestions for any more help that the DGM can
extend.

Smt.Menon also expressed concern at the
apprehension that the lead status of SBl is falling
in Goa due to Corporate transformation that the
Bank is presently undergoing at all India network -
which is having its teething problems initially. But,
in the long run, victory will be ours in quantum
leaps. Other Banks are taking advantage of
today’s temporary turmoil. She requested
assistance from the Pensioners to counsel its
customers/clienteles. She appreciated the monthly
meetings of the pensioners at the identified
Branches.

In his address Shri.V.M.Gokhale, Circle
Present, appreciated the advice of the DGM for
the pensioners to create ‘Self-Help-Groups’ for
economic activities. He gave examples of such
SHGs already functioning in Maharashtra as a
result of encouragement given by the former CGM
Shri.Ramesh Kumar. While taking stock of the
situation, he highlighted the present impasse
regarding our demand for 50% pension. Inspite
of our active support to their strike in April 2006,
both the working staff/officers Federations have
ignored our advice of consulting us before final
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negotiations with the Govt. while withdrawing the
strike. Even there was no ‘MoU’ in writing, as being
claimed by them. So, our Federation has taken a
conscious decision to file legal suits in different
High courts for different issues. Federation has
also sought support from Shri.E.K.Thakur, M.P.
(Rajya Sabha) in putting up joint memorandum to
the Finance minister/Prime Minister, signed by
more than 100 MPs, to resolve our long outstanding
issues.

Shri.S.B.Gokhale, Federation General
Secretary, narrated in detail what has happened
after withdrawal of Strike on 9th April 2006 on
Federation front. He also explained why Govt.
permission is necessary whenever any financial
benefit is required to be passed on to pensioners
by Bank. It is a statutory requirement as per S.B.I
Act to safe guard interest of the employees when
there were no Staff/Officers’ Unions/Associations
to take care of interest of employees. But this
provision in the Act has become atool in the hands
of Govt. authorities to deny our just demands for
some reason or the other. So, we have demanded
the change in the Act. Shri.Gokhale further told that
our Federation has also sought improvement in
SBI Retired Emp.Medical Benefit Scheme by
suggesting inclusion of additional diceases as also
eligibility criteria as per earlier Scheme-I. He also
referred to the arrangements proposed at
B.K.Joshi Trust Hospital at Ratnagiri and
requested the DGM, Panaji Z.0O. to consider the
proposal at the earliest.

In the open forum, Shri.M.B.Bhat, pensioner
from Margaon, raised a point of establishment of
Bank’s Dispensary at Margaon. He was assured
that the Dispensary has already been set-up and
a Doctor has also been appointed.

While concluding the meeting with a ‘Vote of
thanks’ to all, Shri.l.H.Dias, Secretary of Panaiji
ZSC appreciated the lucid way of compering the
meeting by Shri.Cabral. The meeting ended with
singing of National Anthem. Thereafter a
delicious lunch was served to all.

- |.H.Dias, Secretary
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Severing of the umbilical cord

Prakash had his own ideas, views and opinions, much
different from his schoolmates and later on colleagues in
the college, right from the age of ten.

To him, they all seemed to be concerned only about
material things such as studies, games, movies, cineactors,
and girl students and like things. Heroism, sacrifice and
valour by the national heroes and freedom fighters, lives
of Vivekananda, Aurobindo and of great philosophers
and saints who never cared for the material pleasures of
life had deep influence on him. This was to some extent
the influence he had of the biographies of the great men
and of the stories he had read.

Prakash was intelligent, had a good academic record
and a good personality too. On graduation he got a well-
paid job as an executive in a very reputed concern. Two
years following that he got married. Prakash was now
totally immersed in the pleasures of the married life and
the material benefits the handsome job brought. In the
next six years, he had two lovely children, a son and a
daughter. This brought fullness to his life.

Being part of the children from the time they opened
eyes to have first look at the outside world and their day
to day wonderful growth : babe in arm, toddler, school
going child, adulthood and later on settling in life-in job
and in marriage.

Prakash just could not believe himself, that the children
could occupy his life so much : the fatherly affection and
duty, care and concern, joy and pleasure, the childish
pranks and activities, sports and friends of the children
had become an inseparable part of his life. It was of course,
a fortunate thing that at no stage Prakash had any cause
to worry about the children.

Life at the office was fast and absorbing. Growth in
size and finances of the company, the successful going up
the promotional ladder by Prakash, a very sociable wife
and life was full of joy and pleasure for Prakash.

Prakash’s son who was brilliant at studies joined one
of'his friends as partner in a software company. The son
was intelligent, hardworking and loved a high style living:
good expensive clothes, well furnished house, moving out
ina good car etc. The son’s venture of not taking a regular

job but joining a friend as a business partner paid indeed
well for the first two or three years. He got married to a
really good girl —it was a love marriage. The daughter
who was really good looking and smart got married
(through an arranged marriage) to a boy who hailed from
a family financially much better from Prakash’s. The son-
in-law had his own establishment as an interior designer.
Prakash could not believe his good luck: before two years
ofhis retirement his children had got well settled in life.

The children were busy, naturally so, in their own lives.
A change had started taking place in Prakash’s life or
more correctly in Prakash’s thinking. This started a few
months before his retirement. Increasingly and with
growing restlessness, Prakash had started feeling that life
was just not for the material things and for seeking material
pleasures. The old Prakash of the adolescent days was
taking over him.

He will distance himself with determination and
resolution from the material pleasures, happiness or
sorrow. As a first step he will start living a life of seclusion.
He will keep bare minimum contacts with son, daughter,
wife and friends. He will go for walks or to a picture
house or even to a club all alone. He will not invite his
wife or friend or relative to join him. He will start being
reflective and reclusive. Such a secluded approach,
Prakash sincerely hoped, would surely lead him to the
path to an enlightened order.

Next six months or so, Prakash had a smooth sailing
in pursuit of the new path.

The friends and relatives noticed the changed Prakash
but thought that it was a temporary phase possibly due to
some domestic problem. Prakash now felt very sure that
in the next few years he would be able to severe all the
ties with his family members and the rest of the world. He
will then lead a life of a recluse, not a religious hermit
though, at a far off place amidst the calm serenity of the
nature. What he will do in his new ‘avatar’ was not
however yet clear to him. Yet he genuinely felt that
solitude, meditation and the detachment from the worldly
things will enable him to get what he was seeking.

A few more months and things started moving sharply
and downward in the lives of son as also of daughter.
The son who was very fond of good living, expensive

( e ITHINIGF=AT BRI HTBT — I8 UIo : U fFaftaes, e Has i
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habits and a good house received a setback, in that the
company was not doing well. In fact it was almost going
into red. The sales had plummeted and the profit margin
reduced due to severe competition and escalating input
costs. Prakash had visited his son’s place in Pune before
retirement and next some months after the retirement. He
could easily notice the deteriorated financial position of
the son. The car was gone, and in its place was a two-
wheeler. The old furniture, the son had plans to replace
was still there. The walls badly needed a fresh coat of
paint. Because of his expensive style, the son and his
wife had bought a number of expensive gadgets on
installment basis. The son now found paying of the
installments a difficult proposition. The son assured him
that the things were improving but will take some more
time. But there was not force in what he said.

On return from Pune, Prakash felt very restless, to
see the sorry state of son’s affairs. Prakash decided to
do something to help his son tide over his problems. He
could not just bear the unhappiness in his son’s life.

He had been very lucky at capital market investments,
namely, stock market and mutual funds scheme. In his
new ‘avatar’ he had totally stopped even reading about
capital markets. Now with a view to helping his son, he
now again started taking interest at capital market, daily
reading the financial newspapers and go for capital market
investments, short term and long term. In his hey days at
capital market investments, Prakash could make easily a
profit of Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 20,000 per month, Fortunately,
for Prakash the market conditions were very favorable
now and he could remit Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 20,000 per
month to his son. Praksh told that this was the annuity
installment of the insurance policy he had taken for the
benefit of the son. A total lie, though an innocuous one,
just to make the son happy.

Two years for the daughter’s marriage, Prakash and
his wife could notice the cracks developing in her marriage.
Initially, not of a serious nature, but slowly the rift between
the two was assuming serious proportions. Initially
Prakash did not take interest in them at all, his wife was
handling the issue well. However, when there was talk of
divorce Prakash stepped in fully and completely. For next
two to three months, Prakash was busy bringing the son-
in law and the daughter together, meeting the son-in-law’s

parents and even taking the son in law and the daughter
to his friend who was a successful lawyer at the family
court. At times, Prakash felt very disturbed that his
involvement and efforts were proving of no avail. However
his honest and convincing persuasion finally brought the
warring couple together. He assured his son-in-law as
also the daughter that he would be always willing and
ready to help them when necessary.

Prakash could have easily remained away from the
son’s financial problems and the marital discord in the life
of the daughter. To his surprise his wife was comparatively
detached and composed. However the truth was that
Prakash could not bear at any stage, sad and worried
look on the face of son or daughter. He had always seen
them happy and merry and he just could not bear the
thought that there were problems and difficulties and
resultant sorrows in their lives. Prakash was involved in
the children literally and emotionally right from the time
they stepped into the world. The love, affection, duty
and concern that bound him, the father, to the children,
was too strong to break away from them. The umbilical
cord, which has to be severed to bring the child into the
outside world, is a necessary act but the cord that binds
the father to the children is through an evolutionary and a
natural process of love and duty. Prakash realized, though
he was unwilling to accept, that the links with the children
cannot be severed and this part of the material world, he
cannot relinquish. It will be futile and unsuccessful on his
part to do so. He should accept this truth and adjust his
life of reclusion accordingly. This change comforted
Prakash. Reflecting more on the life of the recluse and
the links, which had evolved over the years, Prakash
realized, that friends and relatives have been with him a
joy and sorrow, and in pain and pleasure. He cannot and
should not severe these links in an abrupt and artificial
way. He will have to strike a balance between the
involvement in material life and a reflective and reclusive
order, which he was seeking. Prakash now, almost for
the first time, felt a true sense of inward peace and
happiness.

Sudhakar Chandurkar
"Bakul", Flat No.307, New M-1.G.Colony,
Bandra (East) Mumbai - 400051.
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